
Volume 42  Issue 6 September, 2019 

Mary Mother of the Church 

Managing Editor:  Jackie Wilson 
Reproduction:  Trish Willmering 
Post Office Delivery: Jim Krull/Marcia Dohack 

FROM YOUR PASTOR 
Fr. Chuck Barthel      894-1373     

cbarthel@marymother.org 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Dick Roseland    314-886-8345 

pcchair@marymother.org 

SPOTLIGHT 
ON 

STEWARDSHIP 

UPDATE STAFF 

Can You Hear Me Now? 

     This update article is an abridged version of an article I 
wrote for the parish bulletin in early August.  I just wanted 
to make sure you were aware of another resource we have 
in church that is available for those who use hearing aids. 
 
     The AV system in our church has the capability to be 
used in conjunction with your hearing aids in making the 
sound sharper by using a device known as a t-coil.  A t-coil, 
or telecoil, is a small copper coil in a hearing aid that 
functions as a wireless antenna.  When linked to a sound 
system, it can deliver customized sound to the hearing aid 
wearer. It is an option on most hearing aids.  What you use 
is one of the power packs that are a part of our Listening 
Assistance device in our AV System, along with a 
specialized neckloop. 
  

     Gerry Van De Ven brought this to our attention and has 
been using it for two months now.  He is very satisfied with 
how it’s working and truly can “hear me now!” If anyone is 
interested in using this t-coil system, please let us know.   

School’s back in session, a new year, with new challenges 
and new routines.  Families with school-age children have 
this happen every year; they get used to new teachers, 
schools and schedules.  During this time of new routines, do 
we include Prayer in our sometimes, hectic life?  Do we get 
our students into a good new routine that includes prayer? 
                                                                                          
Most Mary Mother parishioners like myself don’t have a 
student going back to school.  The routine is pretty much 
the same as it was last month.  Maybe this would be a good 
time to change our prayer routine.  Maybe we should reach 
out to our adult children to schedule something around 
prayer, or spend some more time with a grandchild, 
teaching them a new prayer.  We do all sorts of things with 
our Families; how many involve prayer?  Try scheduling it 
on your phone; it is surprising how easy we can stick to a 
schedule on our phone.  This could be a great new routine 
for this school year.  God Bless 

 

*   *   *   IMPORTANT!!   *   *   * 
If you would prefer not to receive a printed copy of the 
Update and to access it on our Mary Mother website 
(www.marymother.org), please indicate that preference 
below.  You can send it to the parish office, marking it 
ATTENTION:  Jackie Wilson, or email at 
wilsjmar@charter.net. 
 
I/We prefer to access the Update on Mary Mother’s 
website.  Please remove me/us from the Update mailing list:  
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________ 
 
Email address (for reminder): ______________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
************************************************ 

This month’s Spotlight is on a couple who are young at 

heart!  Born near the end of the “Roaring 20’s,” they’ve 

experienced such a great number of historical events that 

they could probably write a book!  Active in the 

community, you will often see them together … always 

together and always smiling … at parish events.  Want to be 

inspired?  Just take in a story or two from them about 

“working hard, keeping faith and family first.”  Look on 

page 2 to see who this couple is. 
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PARISH COUNCIL SECRETARY 
Sandra & Howard Hoffman  314-504-0647 

pcsec@marymother.org 

THE SPOTLIGHT’S ON...... 

BUD AND VIRGINIA KERSCHEN 
Thank you for your service to our parish 

 
Submitted by Michele Venable 

LITURGY NOTES 
Ken Barnes 894-1373 
kbarnes@marymother.org 

At the beginning of the month of September, we celebrate 

the national holiday of Labor Day.  Let’s take a moment to 

think of this commemoration of human labor as it applies 

to liturgy.  In the liturgical resource “Sourcebook for      

Sundays and Seasons,” our attention is drawn to “the 

work of human hands” that brings our liturgies to life 

every week.  The word liturgy literally means: “the 

work of the people.”   
 
The “Sourcebook” suggests that we “consider the works of 

the many people who are needed to make the liturgy       

possible:  the authors who wrote the prayers of the Mass; 

the composers who wrote the music and lyrics that we 

sing; the writers who first recorded the Word of God; 

the artists and book binders who created the Lectionary 

of readings; the furniture makers and candle makers; 

the farmers who grew and harvested the grain and 

grapes that become the bread and wine.  
 
The list goes on and on.  And then there are our parish  

liturgical ministers whose gifts shape the work they do. 

And, finally, there is the holy work of the whole Assembly 

as we celebrate Mass.  Let   us  give  thanks  this   

month   for  “the work of human hands.” 

YOU  
 

are  
important  

 
in 

GOD’S  
 

PLAN 

PARISH COUNCIL 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Fred Kotcher     314-566-0968 
pcveep@marymother.org 

Greetings! It’s been a busy month.  
 
Do you enjoy, as much as I do, our faith belief that Our 
Lord is always with us?  I like to think He is a passenger as 
I run errands.  I think of Him sitting next to Elaine and me 
at a Cardinal’s game.  It makes it so easy to remember to 
talk to Him throughout each day. 
 
Why am I digressing from discussing Parish Council  
activities?  As you may have heard, Our Lord called an 
audible and gave me a life detour.  With my recent  
diagnosis of Pancreatic Cancer, my Lord and I are going to 
alter plans for me to act as your Vice-Chair.  I will be  
stepping down from my position as the Vice-Chair of the 
Parish Council.  According to the By-Laws of the Parish 
Council, Father Chuck and Dick Roseland will be selecting 
a new Vice-Chair. 
 
Please say a prayer for Fr. Chuck and Dick as they select 
my replacement to guide Mary Mother throughout this year 
and, particularly, next year, our 50th anniversary year. 

There was no Parish Council meeting in July.   The next 
meeting is on Thursday, September 26. 
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FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
Michele Venable        894-1373 
parishnurse@marymother.org 

It’ll soon be Autumn and the planning of health/help events 
are getting there. Walgreens Flu Clinic: More information 

about the annual Flu clinic will soon be in the weekly 
bulletin. The goal is for Sunday, Oct. 6th with options for 
standard or high dose. The third Red Cross Blood Drive of 

2019 is set for Tuesday, Sept. 24th, 2 to 7PM in the parish 
hall. The bi-annual CPR/AED class will be offered in 

November, date yet to be determined. HELP WANTED: 
One Volunteer Blood Drive Co-Coordinator to work with 2 

others in the planning of 3 Blood Drives each year. 
Requirements: attend 3 meetings a year, make phone calls 

and help with computer scheduling. If anyone would like to 
“try it out” for September’s Blood Drive only, that is fine! 
Interested? I look forward to hearing from you/answering 

any questions you may have! God bless you with the beauty 
of the season! 

ADMINISTRATION AND 
FINANCE COMMISSION 

Carl Cooper    314-200-9138  
adfin@marymother.org 

IS IT ”ME” OR”US” AT MARY MOTHER OF THE 
CHURCH!  “time, talent and treasure.”  It is expected that 
the Administration and Finance Commission would  
concentrate on the “treasure.”  In this Update, we have 
shifted our emphasis to “time.”  All commissions have  
projects that need your help.  There is a core of volunteers 
who will never say “NO.”  Mary Mother could not be what 
it is without those volunteers.  These are the “US” at Mary 
Mother.  THANK YOU.  The “ME” always has a reason to 
not volunteer.  Many programs do not take a major  
commitment in time; several ONLY take 2 to 3 hours a 
month.  In addition to making the par ish programs  
successful, it is a great way to meet new friends and enjoy 
knowing your effort has helped someone. There are  
numerous programs that can utilize your “time;” watch for 
them on “Flock-notes” and use the “Server Genie” to select 
one or just call the office. 
  
There is always time for important things.  COME JOIN 

DIRECTOR OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Ed Lewandowski 894-1373 
edlew@marymother.org  

 
Christianity 

 is  
not  
a  

theory,  
It 
Is 
 A 

 LIFE. 

CONFIRMATION 2020:  Parents and 8th grade  
confirmation candidates are asked to attend an orientation  
meeting together on Wednesday, September 4, 7:00 pm.    
OLDER TEENS and ADULTS wishing to be confirmed, 
please contact Ed at 894-1373 x218. 
 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION sessions will open 
on September 16 and 18, 6:30 p.m.  Watch your email  
regarding our new format for  Opening Night with Parents 
and Children participating together (a copy of the PSR  
calendar will be attached).    No email?  Call Ed. 
 
You are invited to our  Wednesday Morning BIBLE 
STUDY (bring a friend)! This year The Cornerstone  
Catholic  Scripture Study explores the Letters of James,  
Peter, and John  beginning Wednesday, September  25,  
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Visitors are invited to come the first day to 
see first hand what The Cornerstone is all about!  Call Melissa 
Davenport at 314-585-8136 or, for more information, see 
www.thecornerstonescripturestudy.org. 

http://www.thecornerstonescripturestudy.org
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Come for the joy of it! 
 
Every Tuesday at 9am - Quilters meet to work on quilts 
while visiting.  They’re located in the room across from 
classrooms 5 and 7. 
September 7-8 - Bridge bread Sales after  all Masses 
September 26 - Sensational Seniors bus tour  to Histor ic 
Sainte Genevieve 
October 5-6 - Bridge Bread Sales after  all Masses 
October 10 - Sensational Seniors meet for  a Potluck 
lunch in the hall at 12 noon 
October 13, 4-7pm Pasta Dinner in the parish hall- come 
for great fellowship 
October 18, 6:30pm - Luck of the Irish Bunco for Ladies - 
$15 
October 29 - YACHT Club event: “Made for More” 
presentation at St. Margaret Mary Alacoquc. Open to 
anyone from our  par ish.  A Dynamic multimedia 
presentation highlights the beauty of life.  Please see the 
bulletin for more information. 
November 2-3 - Bridge Bread Sales after  all masses 
December 6 - Annual Advent Glow 
 
Bridge Bread sales volunteers are needed—especially on 
Saturday evenings.  
 
Take a look at the Christian Service Commission; there are 
lots of ways to have fun while helping others.  For more 
information and sign up sheets, visit marymother.org 

SOCIAL COMMISSION 
Becky McDonnell     314-236-1421 

social@marymother.org 
LITURGY COMMISSION  

Carol Mason   314-287-0297 
liturgy@marymother.org 

YOUTH COMMISSION 
Alex Norrenberns   314-435-9104    

youth@marymother.org 

In an article “Transubstantiation for Beginners,”  Francis J. 
Ripley (7/1/1993) simplifies a difficult concept for us. 
After affirming the Real Presence of Christ, the reason for it, 
and the preeminence of the Eucharist over other sacraments, 
the council [of Trent] defined the following on October 11, 
1551: “Because Christ our Redeemer said it was truly his 
body that he was offering under the species of bread, it has 
always been the conviction of the Church, and this holy 
council now declares that, by the consecration of the bread 
and wine a change takes place in which the whole substance 
of bread is changed into the substance of the body of Christ 
our Lord, and the whole substance of the wine into the  
substance of his blood. This change the Holy  
Catholic Church fittingly and properly names transubstanti-
ation.” 
 
We not only should believe that which our tradition and 
Church have taught us regarding the Holy Eucharist, but we 
should be able to defend this belief and love the Mass more 
each day. 

A  
smile  
gives  
that  

which  
nothing  

else  
can  
give. 

Hello Mary Mother! 
 
The youth commission has been quite busy again this 
month. Towards the culmination of July, we visited retired 
nuns at Catherine Residence on Mercy's campus. This was 
wonderful. We played riveting games of bingo in addition 
to conversing and bonding. A fun time was had by all - the 
nuns enjoyed our company, as we did their company.  
 
In addition, Clare Ernst hosted her 18th Lake of the Ozarks 
trip at the start of August. All 10 teens had an amazing 
time. It was a revitalizing time to relax, unwind, and  
simply just be teens.  
 
In response to the start of school, we enjoyed a stress-
relieving spiritual night of shaving cream wiffle ball. It 
was incredibly fun, as we all grew closer to each other. 
The night came to a close with a restful, candle-lit prayer; 
offering our praise, thanks and petitions to the Lord. 
 
Once again, I would like to invite anyone with questions to 
reach out to me at youth@marymother.org. Thank you so 
much! 

http://marymother.org
mailto:youth@marymother.org
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 TITHING 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMISSION 

Rob Telthorst   314-320-0605 

 
 

July 2019 -  4 Sundays   
$953 each agency 

 
Feed My People – Provides emergency food and many other 

social services to the poor in South County.    
 
Prison Performing Arts - Program engages incarcerated 

youth and adults in the performing arts to inspire           
intellectual curiosity and personal development, and 
builds skills to support successful re-entry into society. 

 
Bakhita Spiritual Companions – Provides spiritual guidance 

and support to survivors of human trafficking.  
 
Institute for Peace and Justice – Provides alternatives to  

violence in family, school and community. 
 
St. Pius V Immigrant & Refugee Program – Direct outreach 

to immigrants and refugees around St. Pius V parish.   
Direct services provided to the poor including medicine, 
rent, and clothing on an emergency basis. 

 
Sts. Teresa & Bridget Youth Program - Supports parish 

youth program to pay for impoverished youth to attend a 
summer camp and retreat.  

It seems like an easy thing to have good health habits.  We 
all know it isn't and we must be always aware  of how our 
actions affect ourselves and others in our life.  How we 
treat each other affects our mental health which can affect 
our physical well being.  Impatience, sarcasm, cruelty, and 
apathy in our inner personal relationships erode our well 
being and the people in our lives. Through Christ,  
contemplation, prayer and a good therapist we can change 
our ways and improve our life and the people we interact 
with.  

HEALTH MINISTRY 
Mary Ann Schulte   314-706-1512 

health@marymother.org 

God  
bless  
you 
with  

health  
and  

happiness 

Open  
up  

Your 
 heart  
and  
let  
the 

 sunshine  
in. 

Christian Service members enjoyed a break from meetings 
in July, but the work of the commission continued all  
summer.  Summer bring an opportunity to remind us that 
although we enjoy time off, the needs of our community 
continue, and those needs must be served.  Volunteers are 
always needed for the many missions we serve, but we  
especially need volunteers during the summer.  Please pray 
and consider how you could help.  Bridge Bread needs  
volunteers for the 4:30 and 11:00 masses. The sandwich 
shop made do with a small number of volunteers last 
month.  Your commitment of a few hours each month can 
touch and change a life in a most holy and glorious manner.  
If you are able to serve any of our wonderful missions, 
please contact me at service@marymother.org or give me a 
call at 314-320-0605. 

mailto:service@marymother.org
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
Karen Karr   314-416-1992 

 

By the time you read this, we will have enjoyed our  
August 24th  “Live at Mary Mother .. It’s Saturday Night!” 
with Fr. Hoesing.  Our next “Saturday Night” will be on 
October 26, featuring Fr. Chuck.  The subject will be “A 
Walk Through the Mass.”  Please consider  
attending this presentation.  It should be very interesting. 
 

Have you ever considered joining the Contemplative  

Prayer Group?  They meet on the first and third Saturdays 

each month.  On October 12, from 9:00 - 12:00, there will 

be a Contemplative Prayer Introductory Workshop.  All 

are welcome to attend, including people outside the  

parish.  If you are already trying contemplative prayer, and 

need a refresher course, you, also, may be interested.  

WOMEN OF MARY MOTHER 

Is God calling you to attend the 
next ACTS retreat? 

SEPTEMBER 26-29, 2019 

At Marianist Retreat Center 
 

As the summer winds down, the days get shorter, and we 
get back into a routine, how about spending a fall week-end 
with other women sharing some fun, a little food and a 
healthy dose of faith!  The members of the team preparing 
for the week-end would love to share all of those things 
with you. 
 
All women of the parish are invited to participate.   
Remember, if you have been on an ACTS retreat before, 
you are welcome to go again.  Invite friends from other 
parishes to experience the weekend with you.  All are  
welcome! 
 
Scholarships are available to defray the cost! 
Even if you’re just slightly considering it, take a form from 
the basket in the vestibule and pray about it.  Forms are also 
available in the parish office or online at 
www.marymother.org.  Contact Nancy Forsythe if you 
need more information – 314-570-6656 
 
This will be the only women’s retreat until 2021, so don’t 
miss this opportunity to strengthen your relationship with 
Christ.   P.S. An ACTS Retreat for men is planned for  
October 1-4, 2020. 

 FAITH Alive in the Home 
 

With the help of Sr. Maureen Martin, ASCJ the FAITH 
program for families with toddlers and pre-school 

age children will be coming to Mary Mother .  FAITH 
recognizes parents as the First Teachers of our faith.  
With personal home visits from a trained faith facilitator, 

FAITH supports parents in fostering their toddler’s 
knowledge, experience and love for Jesus from baptism 
through the preschool years.  Want more information on 

the FAITH program for your family?  Thinking about 
serving as a faith facilitator (home visitor)?  We’d love 
to tell you more!  Contact Ed Lewandowski at 314-894-
1373 x218 

    BRING   
A  

CHILD  
UP 

 IN  THE  
WAY  

OF  THE  
LORD. 

http://www.marymother.org
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Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

       1 

6pm Volleyball 

 

  2 

  OFFICES     

  CLOSED -   

   LABOR DAY   

  HOLIDAY 

 

  9am Holiday Mass  

  9:05am AA Group 

3 

9am Adoration 

9am Quilting 

9am TOPS 

9am Walking/PAC 

4:30pm Volleyball  

7pm ACTS Ladies'  

7pm SVDP Mtg 

7:30pm Youth Comm 

Mtg 

 

4 

9am Adoration 

9:30am Tai Chi 

12:30pm Pickleball  

7pm Confirmation 

Meeting  

7pm ProLife Mtg 

7:15pm Traditional 

Choir 

8pm Youth Prayer 

Group 

9pm Men's Basketball 

5 

9am Walking/PAC 

10:30am Zumba  

4pm Adoration 

4:30pm Volleyball  

5pm Yoga 

7pm Contemporary 

Choir 

7pm Liturgy Mtg 

7pm Surviving 

Divorce 

7:15pm Prayer Grp.  

6 

6pm Pickleball  

7 

9am Contemplative 

Prayer Group 

11am Sandwich 

Shoppe volunteer 

BBQ (noon-3pm) 

3:30pm Confession 

5:30pm bridge bread  

5:30pm Jonah Team 

8 

9am Jonah Team 

9am bridge bread  

6pm Volleyball 

  9 

  9:05am AA Group 

  11:45am Meat    

  Slicing (For SS II) 

  12:30pm Pickleball  

  6pm Pickleball  

  6pm GriefShare 

  7pm Men's Prayer    

   Group 

 

10 

9am Adoration 

9am Quilting 

9am Sandwich Shoppe 

II 

9am TOPS 

9am Walking/PAC 

3:15pm Contemplative 

core team meeting 

4:30pm Volleyball  

6:30pm Athletic Mtg 

7pm ACTS Ladies'  

7pm Women Sharing 

Faith 

7:30pm Adult 

Volunteers Mtg (Youth) 

11 

9am Adoration 

9:30am Tai Chi 

10:30am Crisis 

Nursery - parent 

education  

12:30pm Pickleball  

6:30pm Young 

Women's Prayer Grp 

7pm ACTS Core Team 

7:15pm Traditional 

Choir 

8pm Youth Prayer Grp 

9pm Men's Basketball 

12 

9am Walking/PAC 

10:30am Zumba  

4pm Adoration 

4:30pm Volleyball  

5pm Yoga 

7pm Contemporary 

Choir 

7pm Christian 

Service Comm 

7pm Surviving 

Divorce 

7:15pm Prayer Grp 

  

13 

6pm Pickleball  

  

14 

9am Intro to 

Contemplative Prayer 

3:30pm Confession 

5:30pm Blood 

Pressure Screening 

  

15 

Catechetical Sunday 

9am Blood Pressure 

Screenings 

9am  Baptism 

12pm UPDATE Due 

7pm Youth Group 

rec nite 

  

  16 

  9:05am AA Group 

  12:30pm Pickleball  

  6pm Pickleball  

  6pm GriefShare 

  6:30pm PSR 

  7pm Men's Prayer     

  Group 

 

17 

8:30am Meat Slicing 

(for SS III) 

9am Adoration 

9am Quilting 

9am TOPS 

9am Walking/PAC 

4:30pm Volleyball  

6pm Ad/Fin Meeting 

6:30pm Sandwich 

Shoppe III 

7pm ACTS Ladies'  

7pm Health Ministry  

7pm SVDP Mtg 

18 

9am Adoration 

9:30am Tai Chi 

12:30pm Stitching 

12:30pm Pickleball  

5:30pm Children's 

Choir 

6:30pm PSR 

7:15pm Traditional 

Choir 

8pm Youth Prayer 

Group 

9pm Men's Basketball 

 

19 

9am Walking/PAC 

10:30am Zumba  

4pm Adoration 

4:30pm Volleyball  

5pm Yoga 

7pm Contemporary 

Choir 

7pm Surviving 

Divorce 

7:15pm Prayer Grp 

 

20 

11:30am 

Friday Friends 

5pm Room at 

the Inn  

6pm Pickleball  

21 

Rock Church Food 

Collection Weekend  

 

8:30am Parish 

Ministry Leader 

Meeting 

 

9am Contemplative 

Prayer Group 

3:30pm Confessions 

22 

Rock Church Food 

Collection Weekend  

12:30pm baptism - 

(Politte twins) 

6pm Volleyball 

  23 

  9:05am AA Group 

  12:30pm Pickleball  

  1pm Meat Slicing    

   (for SS I) 

  6pm Pickleball  

  6pm GriefShare 

  6:30pm PSR 

  7pm Men's Prayer   

  Group 

  

24 

9am Adoration 

9am Quilting 

9am Sandwich Shoppe I 

9am TOPS 

9am Walking/PAC 

2pm Blood Drive  

4:30pm Volleyball  

7pm ACTS Ladies'  

7pm Women Sharing 

Faith 

 

25 

9am Adoration 

9:30amCornerstone  

9:30am Tai Chi 

12:30pm Pickleball  

6:30pm Young 

Women's Prayer Grp 

6:30pm PSR 

7:15pm Traditional 

Choir 

8pm Youth Prayer Grp 

9pm Men's Basketball 

  

26 

Women's ACTS 

retreat  

9am Walking/PAC 

10:30am Zumba  

4pm Adoration 

4:30pm Volleyball  

5pm Yoga 

6:30pm ACTS 

Sendoff 

7pm Cont. Choir 

7pm Parish Council  

7pm Surviving 

Divorce 

7:15pm Prayer Grp 

 

27 

Women's 

ACTS retreat  

6pm Pickleball  

  

28 

Women's ACTS 

retreat  

1pm  Wedding 

3:30pm Confessions 

  

29 

Women's ACTS  

12pm ACTS return 

luncheon 

6pm Volleyball  

  30 

  9:05am AA Group 

  11:45am Meat    

  Slicing (For SS II) 

  12:30pm & 6pm  

  Pickleball  

  6pm GriefShare 

  6:30pm PSR 

  7pm Men's Prayer   

  Group 

September 2019 
 

For more details, go to: www.marymother.org/calendar-1 

 



UPDATE Page 8 

UPDATE  Page 8 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
St. Louis, MO 
Permit No.  458 

UPDATE 

Mary Mother of the Church 
5901 Kerth Road 
St. Louis, MO  63128 

 MARRIAGES: 
 n/a 
 
BAPTISMS: 
n/a 
 
DEATHS: 
Peggy Steinway 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS: 
Ginny Gregali 
 
FAREWELL: 
n/a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
(PSR) 

STARTS ON 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

AND  
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 


